WARRINGTON, Pennsylvania (May 24, 2010) – Ben Bugajewski spent two days last week as a volunteer mentor for the third year in a row assisting local high school students. Here is a copy of an article published in The Intelligencer, a local Bucks County newspaper.

An economics lesson outside the classroom 

by: COLLEEN BOYLE

The Intelligencer

Students delved into the world of business with the help of the Central Bucks Chamber and CB Cares. 

When 70 Central Bucks high school students filed into The Intelligencer's Doylestown building Wednesday morning, they were advanced placement economics students concerned with graduation and summer vacation plans. 

Within an hour, however, the group was debating the benefits of raising their businesses' product prices and worrying about appeasing stockholders. 

For seven years now, students from Central Bucks' three high schools have been gathering under the direction of the school district, the Central Bucks Chamber of Commerce and healthy living advocate CB Cares, in a business-simulation program designed to give students hands-on experience with the issues facing men and women in today's business world. 

Students were split into small teams and given responsibility for running a company. Debated issues included ethical hiring practices, market research and fluctuating dividends. 

"I think it's actually really fun," said Nicole Poloniewicz, a senior from CB East High School. "You can't really have a good grip until you come here and actually see how it works." 
Bob Byers Jr. of Byers Choice in New Britain Township joined this year’s group of area business owners and residents to serve as business mentors to the students. 
"The skills you need to run a business are life skills," said Byers. "We hope that they are skills that students will use later in life." 

Many of the students who attended said that they enjoyed the simulation and were interested in the problems presented to their companies. 

"Even if I'm not necessarily going into business, it's good to have a broad background," said CB East senior Meghan Kase. 

Students also agreed that interacting with business mentors who have had experience in the field was beneficial. 

Jessica Shlemon, a senior from CB East High School, said that the mentors were helpful, sitting back while students debated and providing positives and negatives for the different ideas. 

"It's cool to have someone who's actually done this before," senior Andrew Foltyn, a senior from CB East High School. 

Colleen Boyle can be reached at 215-345-3066 or cboyle@phillyBurbs.com.
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     Based in Warrington, Pennsylvania, Bugajewski Facility Services is a national facilities services company that keeps buildings in top condition through its broad service offering of janitorial, handyman, floor care & repairs, painting, high dusting, window & awning cleaning and power washing.  The company also handles special facility projects and maintains a 24-hour emergency call center and service team.  Industry veteran and Company President, Ben Bugajewski, started the firm in 2004 with one goal in mind – to help customers feel secure and comfortable in their environment.  
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